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oy Drew Pearson and 
Jock Anderson 

j5ie \reat majority of the 
jeaple, 97 per cent 
thrilled at the vic- 
<H little Israel over the 
tof^ide4,, i^ght of the Arab 

After victory, tliose 
wfsard jsraeli Aimbassador 
AwaliaBEU Harmon were im- 
plSSSfei wli& his words of con- 
ciliation, saying that Israel 
ahd the Arabs must “together 
find a way to lift our part of 
the wbrld^^ack to what it was 
in ancjenf times when it was 
Idle center of civilization." 

9ut victory brings obliga 
tiq|i, and the Israelis owe it 
to diemselves and the world 
to .eicpiain some of the be- 
havior of their armed services, 
perhaps also the Senate or 
ise ^med Services Com- 
investigate the 
illng circumstances under 
[wldch tbi Israeli air force, 
tocK coordinated action 
aglinst an American vessel 
fl^g the American flag, 15 
mftes off liifi Egyptian coast 
in broad daylight at a time 
when Israel ^as winning and 
dlf not h,ave to act in a hurry. 
Ft^thermore, a coordinated 
atack by bq^ torpedo boats 
and alrjJlahes means that the 
acflpn was planned in ad- 
vance. 

This column has checked 
the facts regarding the disas- 
ter that killed 31 men, and 
either the American, comman- 
der of the [Liberty y as negli- 
gent or the Israeli rnilitary got 


Due on Ship Attack 


headstrong and attacked the 
ship regardless of Its flag— or 
both. 

Easily Identified 

The facts are that the Lib 
erty was seen by the Israelis 
off the Egyptian coast at dawn. 

They did not attack until 2:30 
|p.m. This gave them ample 
time to ascertain the identity 
of the ship. 

The Liberty was monitoring 

messages exchanged both be-i 

tween the Arabs in Cairo and- ducatkuL 


erty, failed to 
-^ilhnriti qs of t..hp~ 


Arab troops in the field and 
between Israeli troops in the 
field and Israeli headquarters 
in Tel Aviv. Since the Israelis 
were also nionitoring messages 
and have given wide publicity 
to the messages they inter- 
cepted between President Nas- 
ser and King Hussein, they 
must have picked up the Lib- 
erty’s messages and known 
what she was doing. 

And since the Israeli mili- 
tary has been quite independ- 
ent of Israeli civilian leaders, 
it is entirely possible that the 
Israelis attacked the ship be- 
cause they resented any mon- 
itoring of their battle plans 
even by the United States. At 
that time, it should be noted, 
the Israelis were indignant 
over President Johnson’s delay 
in opening the Strait of Tiran 
to Israeli shipping. 

It was obvious that no mer- 
chant ships would be using 
these waters unless they were 
American, British, Italian, 
Greek or Russian. No Egyptian 
or Arab vessel wouldl be off 


ing at a time when the Israeli 
hir force was making mince- 
meat of Eigyptlan tanks, air- 
planes and air bases. 

This is one explanation of 
the tragic loss of 31 men 
aboard the Liberty. 

CIA Slipped Up 

Another explanation is that 
thetCpntrj^l Tntf»]]j gence Agen- 


cy. which c ommanded the Lib- 


notify Israeli 
Libett^l 


It was U.S. Sixth Fleet pol- 
icy to notify local naval au- 
thorities of the location of its 
ships, but the CIA, which con- 
trolled the Liberty, did not 
follow this practice. A Navy 
crew was aboard, but the CIA 
gave general orders. 

All these are points that a 
congressional committee 
should investigate. 

Once the Liberty was at 
tacked, however, it apears that 
Israeli authorities in Tel Aviv 
acted forthrightly to confess 
error and avert a major catas- 
trophe. What happened was 
this: 

The Liberty immediately 
signaled the sixth Fleet, “May- 
day (the international distress 
signal). We have been at- 
tacked.” 

It was not known then who 
were the attackers. They 
could have been Russian. 

Planes shot up from Sixth 
Fleet carriers to go to the 
Liberty’s rescue. 

At this point, Israeli au- 
Ithorities, picking up the Lib 


the coast so close to the fight- erty’s distress signal, sent an 


urgent message to the Sixth 
Fleet that Israeli planes had 
attacked the Liberty by rads- 
take. 

Israeli officials cite this as 
evidence that the attack on 
[the Liberty' was a bona fide 
error. Some Navy men, how- 
ever, wonder how Tel Aviv 
knew so quickly that they tod 
been in error. 

Thus was a threat of World 
War III possibly averted. 


Silly Secrecy 

When Assistant Secretary oi 
State Lucius D. Battle mfc. 
peared before the House Foo;- 
eign Affairs Committee on tha 
Near East, Chairman Thonsas 
|E. Morgan (D-Pa.) started Itg 
reprimand colleagues for ip flk- 
ing details of a previous closgi 
session with Secretary of Sts^e 
Dean Rusk and Secretary of 
Defense Robert S. McNamarfu 

“Let’s have an understand- 
ing that the same thing won’t 
happen after today’s executive 
session,” announced MorgSBu 
“Is everyone agreed?” 

“Now, wait a minute,” said' 
Rep. Wayne L. Hays (D-Ohiqi^^ 
“I didn’t hear anything at the 
meeting you’re complainliJiif 
about that was classified or 1 
didn’t know already. The meet-, 
ing could have been conducted 
openly without any harm. 

“So, if you’re going to wastp 
my time by binding me to silly 
secrecy here today on the' 
same basis, I’m not going to 
stay. I’ve got work to do.” 

Hays gathered up s o m e 
papers and walked out. ' 

<2) 1967, Bell-McClure Syndicate, Ine. 
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